
Update on COP 17/CMP 7 and Local 
Government

How does the Climate Change Learning Exchange
fit into the bigger picture?



1. Local Government needs to be part of the 
Climate Change solution

2. Adaptation is an important part of any 
city’s response to climate change 



How do ‘Local Government’ and 

‘Adaptation’ fit into the broader activities 
taking place during COP 17/CMP 7? 

http://unfccc.int/


The growing role of local government...
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Local Climate Action 

Voluntary climate action 
(ICLEI)

World Mayors Council and 
others (C40, UCLG)

Copenhagen World Catalogue of Local 
Climate Commitments

2010: The Global Cities Covenant on 
Climate

& the carbonn Cities Climate Registry

UNFCCC

Kyoto Protocol

Bali Action Plan

Copenhagen Accord 

Global Climate Action 
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Climate Action

Cancun Agreements
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2007: Local Government Climate 
Roadmap

Local Government



COP 17/CMP 7 and Local Government – what will be 
happening?

Å Local Government Events
o Climate Change Learning Exchange
o Durban Local Government Convention (2nd -4th December, City Hall)
o Local Government Pavilion, Expo site

Å Meeting with the COP President (TBC) 
Å High Level Segment of the COP



Adaptation

COP 17/CMP 7 in Durban:

Å Adaptation Committee – need to 
establish committee and need LG 
representation on this

Å UNFCCC ‘Lighthouse’ projects –
equal representation of 
mitigation and adaptation 
projects (including Buffelsdraai
Reforestation Project)



The Green Climate Fund 

($100 billion) ?
Å Where will the money be 

located?
Å How will it be dispersed?
Å How much will go to 

adaptation?
Å Will Local Government be 

able to access these funds?



To respond effectively to 
Climate Change, local 
government must…

1. Be acknowledged as an 
important stakeholder

2. Understand the impacts of 
climate change and how to 
respond effectively 
(mitigation and 
adaptation)

3. Be able to access relevant 
support (e.g. finances)



Where to from here?

Å Durban Local 
Government Convention 
(2nd to 4th Dec)

Å LG Pavilion
Å CCR Expo
Å Africa Pavilion (North Plaza)
Å Baobab Tree and Greenpeace 

Solar Cinema (beachfront)


