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Safer Cities 

UN support ð The Safer Cities Programme   
In  1996 UN-HABITAT established a ôurban crime prevention 
programmeõ to assist cities to develop crime prevention 
initiatives and thereby reduce incidence and impact of crime and 
violence in cities.  

The Programme operates through: 

ðDirect support to cities that intend to formulate and 
implement crime prevention strategies  

ðSupport to networking and city -to-city collaboration  

ðDevelopment and dissemination of tools  

ðAdvocacy and policy development on crime prevention issues - 
gender, youth -at-risk, role of local government  

 

 



Å Focusing on the criminal justice system (police, 

tribunals, prisons) 

Å Focusing on major crime, leaving petty crime 

and óincivilitiesô without response 

Å Targeting effects instead of causes - reactive 

instead of preventive 

Å Often short term and non sustainable results 
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Traditional response vs new approach 

Å Safety as ócommon goodô and key to 

good governance 

Å A role for everybody in building local 

safety, respecting everybody mandates 

Å Need to target causes to reach lasting 

results 

Å Prevention is better than cure 



Saskia Sassen, 1992. The Global City: New York, London, Tokio. Mike Davies, 2006. Planet of Slums. 



ÅFor the first  time  in human history,  as many 
people now live  in cities  as in rural  areas. 

ÅBy 2030, 60% of the worldõs population  will  live  in 
cities  ð in what is defined  as òThe Urban Centuryó 

ÅConceptions of local and global governance are 
changing 

ÅWith a third  of all  urban dwellers living  in ghettos,  
slums, favela,  rapid urbanisation is also reshaping 
the family,  the school and the community . 

 

Safer Cities 

Overview ï the Urban World 




