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MODULE 1D:
Section 7 of the NBRs 
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NATIONAL BUILDING 

REGULATIONS AND BUILDING 

STANDARDS ACT NO. 103 OF 

1977
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SECTION 7
Approval by Local Authorities in Respect of Erection of 

Buildings

(1) If a local authority, having considered a recommendation referred to in 

section 6(1)(a)-

(a) is satisfied that the application in question complies with the 

requirements of this Act and

any other applicable law, it shall grant its approval in respect thereof;
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(b)

(i) is not so satisfied; or

(ii) is satisfied that the building to which the application in question relates-

(aa) is to be erected in such manner or will be of such nature or 

appearance

that-

(aaa) the area in which it is to be erected will probably or in fact be

disfigured thereby;

(bbb) it will probably or in fact be unsightly or objectionable;

(ccc) it will probably or in fact derogate from the value of adjoining or

neighbouring properties;

(bb) will probably or in fact be dangerous to life or property,

such local authority shall refuse to grant its approval in respect thereof and 

give written reasons for such refusal:
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QUESTIONS THAT NEED TO BE ASKED:
1. IS IT REASONABLE? –This is subjective but informed 

by scheme also.

2. IS IT LEGITIMATE? –Are there legal restrictions (ie

conditions of title, scheme controls etc..).

3. WHAT IS THE EXPECTATION? –rely on scheme 

controls .
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BOTTOM LINE:
One property owner cannot exercise rights 

over another purely on a “first come, first 

served” basis.
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THE END!!

THANK YOU!!


